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Professor Giray Sadik welcome at the Slovenian Association for International Relations, I am happy you took your time to talk to us on the way to Bled Strategic Forum, you are here also thanks to our meeting in Ankara last year.

Fridays, especially afternoons, are not very appealing for academic debates in Slovenia. Nevertheless, the colleagues at the table whose careers were linked with Turkey and Middle East, keenly follow situation in this part of the World.


But before handing the word to you just a few words about us. Who are we?  And what is our mission? We are an NGO with special status granted by law that we operate in public interest, founded 35 years ago with the purpose of bringing understanding of foreign policy into public domain through debates on various foreign policy topics. For fulfilling our purpose we record and publish our talks/debates on the web.

We cover very diverse foreign topics – global issues, bilateral themes, EU foreign policies, political changes which have wider consequences on international relations, etc. 
The Association is run on a voluntary basis, – the web site is in Slovenian and partly in English. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Four of us are representing the presidency of SDMO, we all left active service in the MFA a while ago but are quite extensively present in the national media, with analyses, comments, opinion…quite often invited to TV debates and radio programs devoted to foreign affairs… 
Amb Mr Bojan Grobovšek, former Ambassador to Poland, Argentina and Switzerland, in the past headed MFA Analytical Service and the MFA Asia Department,  past president of SDMO,
Amb Dr Benjamin Lukman, former Ambassador to Turkey and in the past head of various MFA departments as well as Director of the ICPE (International Center for Public Enterprises),
Amb Dr Jože Kunič, former Ambassador to Iran and France, professor, with excellent knowledge and expertise on the Middle East, 
Amb dr Milan Jazbec, former Ambassador to Turkey and North Macedonia, author of numerous books and publications on diplomacy and international relations,
Lev  Soklič student of International Relations at University of Ljubljana, heading next year to Sorbonne, young member of SDMO,
I am Marjan Šetinc, 1998-2002 Ambassador to UK (and Ireland ) and 2009-2014 to Poland, at the time before Slovenia’s  entry to the EU established and lead Slovenia’s service for development cooperation and humanitarian assistance at MFA. 

Slovenian Association for International Relations does not issue statements or positions, we agree and as you may imagine also disagree on various international topics. Our opinion is not necessary in tune with our government’s position, our members go with their own opinion, and individually quite often critical towards policies or decisions of either Slovenia, EU or positions taken at international forums. 

Dr. Giray SADIK is Professor in the Department of International Relations at the Faculty of Political Science, Ankara Yıldırım Beyazıt University (AYBU) with sizeable academic bibliography you have been following various aspects from security issues, terrorism, security and other issues in the framework of international relations.

We are egger to listen your assessment and perspective on the security and wider political situation in Turkey’s eastern and southern neighborhood. Relations with neighborhood and Turkey's view on Russia - Ukraine conflict and of course the defense pact Turkey, Pakistan and Saudi Arabia.
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